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Tonal Variation in the Southern Thai Dialect of Songkhla by Age Group
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the tonal variation in the Southern Thai dialect of Songkhla by
age group and region and the tendency of tone changes. The data were collected from 3 generations:
the youth, the adult and the senior in 8 locations of Songkhla province. The total number of informants
was 72 persons. The theoretical framework of this study was based on Gedney’s tone box theory. The
phonetic characteristics of the tones are based on auditory judgment and confirmed by an acoustic
study. In addition, the Praat program was used to analyze the fundamental frequency and the phonetic
characteristics were shown in the semitone scale. The study showed that age influenced the tone
variation and the tendency of tone change. The youth used the variants of the phonetic characteristics
which differed from that of the other two groups. It was also seen that tonal variations were induced by
both internal and external factors, namely, nature of language, tonal simplification and language
contact.

Keywords: Tonal variation, Southern Thai dialect, Variation by age group
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